
 
 
Dear Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle, 
 
We have become aware of your letter of August 14, 2020, which you addressed to our registered agent. 
 
Insofar as its contents pertain to our African American Heritage Museum & Cultural Center as an institution, 
we are issuing you this reply. 
 
Therefore, thank you, first and foremost, for acknowledging that our AAHM&CC has deep roots and ties to this 
community, of its history with Colman school, and of the work the AAHM&CC accomplished in the 1980s to 
ensure the school would be repurposed for a Museum and cultural center to benefit the community and our 
children. We look forward to the day when that repurposing for which we have been consistently struggling 
for the last 40 years is finally and fully carried out. 
 
We are, of course, the authentic owners of the property as per our January 1998 mutually signed purchase 
and sale agreement with the seller—Seattle Public Schools. Our organization is the victim of a June 4th 1998 
white supremacist act of state violence—in the form of a swat team raid—in violation of Articles 15, 17, 26 
and 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Since your organization is the primary beneficiary of that 
same act of state violence, we are glad that you have taken one small step towards the possibility of 
reconciliation—the step of acknowledging our existence for the first time since that violence was done. 
 
That said, we are concerned by the content, tone and wording of the 6th, 7th 8th and the final closing sentences 
of your August 14th letter. There are many aspects of this particular part of your letter which are still very 
much reminiscent of the position and attitude of your former leader Gunslinger James Kelley, who brought a 
loaded firearm onto Rainier Beach High School campus (which is supposed to be a weapon free zone) in 2002 
in order to threaten one of our organization’s unarmed youth organizers at the time. Gunslinger Kelley was, of 
course, never punished for this infraction due to his high standing in the eyes of the white supremacist settler 
government. He also falsely claimed to be the victim at that time, much like you are doing now. 
 
As you are aware, we are not blocking the entrance to the museum. It is your organization and the 
organization you call the “NAAM” (known to the people as the NAAM-Scam) who locked the building’s main 
east facing door since early this year and who have unnecessarily boarded it up since mid-June. None of our 
operations are preventing any ingress or egress through that or any other entrance. Only your own behavior is 
doing so. 
 
As you are also aware, we are not “blocking or disturbing” any employees, or any of the persons you are 
curiously choosing to refer to as “residents” and/or “tenants” of NAAM-Scam from freely entering and exiting 
their workplace, or from freely entering and exiting our building even if it is not their workplace. The people 
toward whom your organization apparently claims to act as residential landlord enter and exit through a 
completely different side of the building, at which we are not currently conducting any operations or 



maintaining any presence. It is therefore simply not possible that our presence at our own building could be 
“blocking” or “disturbing” them.  
 
As for employees, you know that we have never denied access to any worker entering or exiting through any 
of the doors adjacent to our operations, nor would we. As the true owners of the building, its upkeep and 
maintenance our in our interest most of all. 
 
As you are also aware, we are not doing anything that would be “upsetting” or “feel unsafe” to any employee 
or “resident” who knew that they had chosen to work or “reside” at or near to any active African American 
cultural facility.  
 
As you and we are mutually aware, what you are referring to as “disturbing” and “upsetting” is that our 
presence here since Juneteenth has energized the eastern plaza of our building and the Jimi Hendrix Park 
adjacent to it with an Afrocentric cultural vibrance, life and energy this park has never before seen since its 
construction. This is the first summer that actual crowds of predominantly Black bodies have filled that park 
on a regular basis. You know that this is because of us, and we know this is what your overseers are truly 
objecting to as they order you to find a way to end it.  Your lies are similar to Donald Trump’s in the way that 
they attack and demonize Black people and anyone else who would support and associate with Black people. 
 
Our presence and operations simply constitute the work of an African Heritage Museum & Cultural Center. 
Yours, in contrast, continues to divide the community for disruptive racketeering corrupt government 
interests which your organization is part of as a Norm Rice / Nate Miles Weed & Seed participant.  
 
However, there is no need for anyone to take it personally that we are naming these truths. Simply relay this, 
our reply, to the actual shot callers behind the curtain of your organization, as it is already well known that 
these are the Allen and Gates families’ Vulcan corporation and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
 
Your letter conveys a desire on your part to meet with us. We are more than amenable to such a meeting 
provided your side brings some of its actual shot callers to it (whether that be Melinda and Bill, Mimi and Bill 
Sr., Jody Allen and Bill Hilf, or all six of them), and also, of course, provided that it is a public meeting that the 
general populace may freely observe. 
 
We propose that the movement of our operations you suggest be from the exterior to the interior of the 
Colman School building, and that you furnish us with a copy of the building’s present keys to facilitate this. 
 
As to the meeting itself, we would like to suggest that it take place in Jimi Hendrix Park, which is away from 
the building but still within eyesight of it, and that it happen on September 28th, the 191st anniversary of the 
1829 publication of David Walker’s Appeal, which we will be displaying in a large exhibit in the building. 
 
In the meeting itself, we want you to bring all your paperwork, including all of your financial statements, 
pertaining to how you claim to have taken possession of our building, and especially including how you 
expended the $750,000 your leader Gunslinger James Kelley publicly boasted of receiving from Bill and 
Melinda Gates in September of 2002 to build condos instead of the museum. 
 
Yours Sincerely and Thank You 
    -the AAHM&CC   



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


